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57 ABSTRACT

Granting an application program access to a resource as a
function of a privilege associated with the application pro-
gram. An embodiment of the invention employs a persistent,
individual identity associated with the components of an
application program or a group of application programs to
allow an operating system to identify and differentiate
between different application programs or groups of appli-
cation programs installed on a computing system. The
identity associated with each component of an application
program enables the identification and removal or uninstal-
lation of the application program. The identity also enables
isolation of resources of the application program and pro-

(21) Appl. No.: 10/868,182 tection of operating system resources.
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